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The 31st Kansai Tournament
By Genny Bergeret

The 31st Kansai Taikai was held on November 26th
at the Abeno Sports Center , not far from Tennoji
station.
competition, camaraderie and tribute.

Walking into this very large dojo was an interesting
experience in itself located on an upper floor of a
massive complex, you pass basketball courts and
overlook squash courts before coming to the dojo with
its large wooden entryway platforms for removing your
shoes. Inside, three full arenas are revealed, as well
as enough room for a few rows of chairs for spectators
along the front all. The familiar traveling banner
displaying the famous “mu shin mu gamae” calligraphy
made me smile there was no question I had entered a
Shodokan space.

My embu partner and I arrived early, but already the
mats were crowded with people warming up and
The
opening ceremony included words of encouragement
and guidance from Nariyama Shihan as well as the
ceremonial return of the trophies from the previous
winners and the passing of a pledge of sportsmanship.

It was an exciting and very full day of

preparing, and the air was charged with energy.

The day was very busy, with three events taking place
simultaneously. I enjoyed watching all the different
varieties of competition, including different levels of

embu from people who had only started a couple of
months before to superb high levels with some very
creative combinations. It was obvious that a lot of
effort had gone into preparing, and it seemed to
heighten many people’s level of aikido. I found the
there
interesting bouts, and it was great to see faces from all
over Japan , as well as visitors from as far away as
England who came over especially for the event.
particularly interested by the team events, and enjoyed

randori very exciting, were some really

I was
my first experience watching toshu radori. I was
impressed most of all by the overall attitude of support
and encouragement. I really felt the competition
brought people together, and I thought it was wonderful
how strongly people cheered for and congratulated each
other.

The event was drawn to a close with an impressive
demonstration by Shihan, using both Sakaisensei and
Fujimotosensei as uke.
felt as the impact of the ukemi reverberated around the
silent, awestruck hall. The party that followed the
competition was a time of celebration and bonding over

Each powerful technique was

this memorable experience.

On the whole I found it a very fitting tribute to the
true spirit of sportsmanship and I look forward to next
year!

The 2007 International Aikido Tournament Results

### Kongodantaisen (Mixed Team Competition) ### (1)UK Shodokan (Martin Livingston, Magne Petterson, Kirsty
Barnes, Jerome Aleong, Marco Crispini, Ali Topping, Christian Kirkham) (2)BAA Red (Adrian Tipling, Nicole Anson,
Danielle Jones, Paul Carr, Chris Moran, Laura Beardsmore, Alex Guerandel) (3) BAA Blue (Leo Smalle, Lee Mazacs,
Jonathan Moran, Philip Hargreaves, Daniel Ramsden, Jermaine Liburd, James Bird) (3)JAA Shodokan (Miki
Kawamura, Fumika Yamasaki, Alan Smyth, Ryota Motomatsu, Hiroko Minami, Rie Yamamoto, Genny Bergeret)
##H Men's Team Tanto Randori ###(1) BAA Red (Adrian Tipling, Mick Pratt, Paul Car, Jermaine Liburd, James
Bird) (22 BAA White (Jamie Roberts, Francis Robinson, Leo Smalle, Daniel Ramsden, Martin Ladbrooke, Eric
Donaldson) (3)USA White (Josh Ramey, Robert King, Ian King, Wade Current, Ari Reinstein) (3)Brazil A (Jo Tada,
Sergio de Lima, Renato Pereira, Gabriel Marinho, Bruno da Silva)

### Women's Team Tanto Randori ###(1)International A (Gitte Wolput, Kirsty Barnes, Pam Ridenour) (2)BAA Red
(Danielle Jones, Natuley Smalle, Laura Beadsmore) (3)JJAA Shodokan A (Mio Ohnishi, Miki Kawamura, Fumika
Yamasaki) (3)JAA Shodokan B (Akane Sakai, Nilufer Roberts, Genny Bergeret)

#H# Men's Individual Tanto Randori ##(1)Marco Crispini (UK Shodokan) (2)Christian Kikham (UK Shodokan)
(8)Sergio Lima (Brazil) (3)SJames Bird (BAA)

##H## Women's Individual Tanto Randori ##(1)Miki Kawamura (JAA Shodokan) (2)Danielle Jones (BAA) (3)Gitte
Wolput (Belgium) (3)Hiroko Minami (JAA Shodokan)

### Enbu -Free Style- ###(1)Shinnosuke Sakai - Kentaro Sugano (JAA Shodokan) (2)Danielle Jones - Chris Moran
(BAA) (3)Ricardo Lobo - Flavio Neves (Brazil)

### Enbu -Koryu goshin no kata- ##(1)Mio Ohnishi - Akane Sakai (JAA Shodokan) (2)Kentaro Sugano- Takayoshi
Matsui (JAA Shodokan) (3)Kirsty Barnes - Marco Crispini (UK Shodokan) (3)Martin Livingston - Ali Topping (UK
Shodokan)

### Enbu -Seventeen Basic Techniques (DAN)- ###(1)Martin Livingston - Ali Topping (UK Shodokan) (2)Danielle
Jones - Chris Moran (BAA) (3)Paul Carr - Mick Pratt (BAA) (3)Alan Smyth - Ryota Motomatsu (JAA Shodokan)

### Enbu -Seventeen Basic Techniques (KYU)- ### (1)Christian Kirkham - Magne Pettersen (UK Shodokan)
(2)Genny Begeret - Caleb McKnight (JAA Shodokan/USA) (3)Liam Boland - Nicholas Gradys (3)Robert Kusma -
Ryan Pipkin
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The: 2007 International| Aikido) Tournament

The 2007 International Aikido Tournament took
place between 2nd and 4th August in Vandalia,
Ohio, USA. 18 members of JAA Shodokan took
part in the tournament. Despite difficulties with
connecting flights on the way to Vandalia, the
team enjoyed the American experience and found
the hosts very helpful and friendly.

##H# Seminars ##H#

Nariyama Shihan conducted two seminars. The
lectures and teaching points were translated by
Bob Dziubla Sensei of Shodokan USC in
California, whose speech became more fluid as the
seminars progressed. The seminars focused on the
importance of maintaining high standards and
technical precision. One could observe during the
tournament that the execution of the Junanahon
varies from club to club, with sometimes very
notable differences. The Kihon (basic form) is
different from and should not be confused with the
applications and variations. The basic form of the
Junanahon (kihon no kata) contains crucial points
and principles of Aikido Kyogi, which are
exploited in both kata and randori. Seminars at
an international offer the chance to learn the
principles. The seminars were therefore welcome
by the participants of the tournament. It was
noted that many BAA members failed to
participate in these events, filming them instead.

#HHt Judges/Referees #iHt

Only a handful of referees could judge well and
worked very hard to raise the standards of the
event, attempting to make up for their colleagues'
unprofessionalism. Indeed, many did not
understand the rules well and made arbitrary
calls during randori bouts, calls, in other words,
which had little to do with fact, principle or
system. It is of course necessary to understand the
principles of both Aikido and refereeing.
Regrettably, most did not meet the criteria for
refereeing. The people in charge of scoreboards
and timekeeping appeared equally unprofessional.

### Players ###
"The quality of the players outside Japan has

considerably improved,” commented Omori
Ryuichi Sensei (formerly Sato Sensei). However,
there are still some players who are not familiar
with the rules and regulations governing Aikido
Kyogi (e.g. clothing norms). Where regional
competitions may tolerate a certain amount of
individualism, international events have to firmly
adhere to a set of norms. Such absurd words of
advice as "Use your power!" shouted by one player
to another, displays of poor quality techniques
appealing only to the unknowing eye, will become
rare occurrences. As players continue to raise
their levels of competence and skill, and become
more closely acquainted with the rules and
principles of Aikido, tournaments will assume a
more professional form.

#H# Food #H#

Some of the non-Japanese members of the JAA
Shodokan team made the comment that the food
served in Katsuura, Japan in 2005 was more
suited to competing athletes than the food on offer
in Vandalia. The Japanese members did not
express any concern on this subject.

#### Conclusion #H#

Most of the events started on time. The JAA
Shodokan team enjoyed the tournament
tremendously and was grateful to its American
hosts for the extensive preparations they had
undertaken and their management skills during
the games. Having said that, the American effort
did not compensate for the lack of qualified
referees and court management staff. The number
of individual competitors and participating teams
was low, which is partly explained by the World
Championships' two-year cycle, a frequency
perhaps not everyone is able to follow.

All the past events are lessons that we hope will
help us to create a good  Aikido
festival/tournament in 2009 in Kyoto. We wish to
see a great number of competitors and together
deepen our understanding of Aikido.




