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The dojo opening of Shodokan Honbu

On May 29th, 2005 a ceremony was held to commemorate
the expansion of Shodokan Honbu dojo. Honbu dojo,
which was previously 81 tatami mats in size, has added
45 more mats. Construction started in January and
finished in early April. The renovation was made
possible by donations from over 400 Shodokan members
and associates, and great help of Uchiyama sensei.

With over 170 guests and participants present at the
dojo, the ceremony began with speeches from  Masako
Tomiki, the director of affairs for Shodokan Honbu.

After the speeches, various groups performed enbu
demonstrations. This was followed by the final
demonstration of the day performed by Nariyama
Shihan. After the ceremony, a reception party was held in
Tennoji. It was attended by over 200 people and
everyone enjoyed drinking, eating and talking with each
other in celebration of the newly expanded dojo.

Speech by Masaharu Uchiyama
-The head director of the board of Shodokan dojo
Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to be
here today. A special thank you goes out to the teachers
who came all the way from Tokyo. And I would like to
thank everyone for coming here to celebrate the opening
of the dojo; it is an honor to be here today. Use the new
dojo thoughtfully and with a sense of purpose. The dojo
has added nearly 45 tatami mats for your training, and
I'm sure that this will be of great use to you. For
everyone, starting from young children and Kids, to
students, women and the elderly alike, there is a type of
practice for all. | encourage you to take this opportunity
to forge your mind and body through the practice of
Aikido. 1 ask that you train hard, but not so hard as to
do harm to yourself, plus be equally careful not to harm
the person you are training with. Thank you very much.

An extract of speech by Tetsuro Nariyama
-Shihan of the Shodokan dojo
Kenji Tomiki Shihan's idea for Shodokan Aikido was to
have a dojo that was made for the sole purpose of
studying only Shodokan Aikido. In July of 1967, with
the help of Uchiyama sensei, the Head director of
Shodokan dojo, Shodokan dojo was built. Now the dojo
has 38 years of history behind it. The very first dojo had
only 24 tatami mats but it would be renovated two more
times. By the time of its third renovation, the dojo had
increased in size by 126 tatami mats. This is all due to
the unchanging benefit of Uchiyama sensei. | am very
thankful. | am obliged to say that this has become the
35th year as a teacher here at Shodokan. When | stop
and look back over the years, many people come to mind.
In particular, when Shodokan first started out, one
person would come all the way from Hiroshima with his
camera, that was very heavy machine parts in those
days, to take part in training. He trained very hard and
was able to share his enthusiasm with those around him.
That was Ueki san who has since passed away. Another
person who comes to mind is Abe san who passed away at
about this time two years ago during his travels. | wish
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An extract of speech by Masako Tomiki
-The Director of Affairs for Shodokan dojo

As Kenji Tomiki was busy studying Aikido, Uchiyama
sensei fully accepted all of Tomiki's thoughts and ideas
concerning Aikido. The two of them hit it off perfectly
and because of this the creation of the first dojo was able
to take place. Tomiki trusted Uchiyama sensei
completely. | cannot easily explain this trust, but I
know through my memories from when he was still alive
that it existed. After Tomiki passed away, Uchiyama
sensei did not change a thing. Instead, for the benefit of
Aikido, he continued in Tomiki's effort, with all of his
heart, and the results can be seen in the dojo that exists
here today. Also, by bringing in and cultivating many
quality people, this dojo has gone so far as to be able to
become the head dojo for the Japan Aikido Association.
For this, | would like to thank not only Uchiyama sensei,
but also his supportive wife, Shimae, for all that they
have done. This day was also made possible because of
Oba sensei, Kobayashi sensei, and all of the other many
teachers that have graced this dojo as well as all of the
dojo members. Through everyone's participation, not
only has the dojo become physically bigger place, but also
the contents of the Aikido itself have grown. | believe
that there is great value in this dojo because it is only one
of a few dojos that practice only Aikido.

To each member of the dojo, | feel that you are glad to
have the chance to meet and practice here. | hope that
you continue to do so with the dojo's ideal of treating
people importantly. Lastly, for over thirty years,
Nariyama sensei and the teachers from the Japan Aikido
Association have done everything possible to ensure the
development of Shodokan Aikido. My deepest thanks go
out to you and | hope that you are able to go to an even
higher level of teaching and continue to strongly
encourage others in their pursuit of Aikido.

CeeeeeeeeeeeeOe®O

I could show them this dojo.
of my Shodokan memories.

For me, it has been both a long and short 35 years here.
The other day | came across a letter from Tomoki sensei
that had this to say. "The study of competitive Aikido
has taken a lot of time and effort up to this point. | feel
that it will take much more time into the future as well.
When completed, it will not be popular and because |
haven't been able to properly train teachers, even those
who have been active players for over ten years. So from
now, in order to teach a perfect Aikido, we need to start a
dojo that focuses only on Aikido so that the development
of teachers can take place.” Lastly, | would to give a
heartfelt thank you to Tomiki sensei for guiding me to
Shodokan Aikido. | swear to continue to promote Tomiki
sensei's Aikido ideals to the world with all of my ability.

They will always be a part




